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The King David School is well aware that a 
quality, contemporary education involves 
far more than improvement of literacy 
and numeracy skills. We carefully design 
myriad experiences both within and outside 
of the classroom environment in order to 
develop the whole student. This includes the 

traditional academic skillsets but also extends to the range of 
skills and dispositions that will set our students up to live full, 
happy and healthy lives. 

This year, our students had access to a broad range of co-
curricular opportunities that offered the potential to enhance 
students’ abilities, stretching their competencies and enabling 
them to flourish in the areas of their choosing. 

In order to ensure the holistic development of each of our 
students,  we are blessed to have an incredibly dedicated team 
of staff who give their all to support our students to thrive. We 
are also tremendously grateful for the support and partnership 
of our parent body in helping us to sustain the warm, open and 
inclusive characteristics of our larger KDS community. 

After many decades providing exceptional early learning 
education, we sadly farewell the Southwick Pre-School Centre 
at Alma Rd as our Early Learning programs from next year 
are being consolidated at our state-of-the-art Early Learning 
Centre at our Dandenong Road campus. I am certain families 
join me in thanking the wonderful staff who have served the 
Pre-School over the many years. 

I take this opportunity to wish a hearty B’hatzlacha to our 
Class of 2019. We look forward to hearing about your many 
adventures and successes in your future pathways and know 
that the rigorous education you have received, and the strong 
values that you hold, will set you up to flourish in whatever you 
choose to do. 

Wishing students, staff and families a wonderful summer break. 

Marc Light 
Principal
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The job of the School Council is often mired 
in a pile of numbers. Endless spreadsheets 
to ensure our school is financially robust 
today and into the future. 

Spreadsheets and laws. That’s part of 
what our crucial job involves - ensuring we 
provide an environment that is safe, solvent, 

and complies with all regulations while fostering a stimulating 
learning environment for our students. 

Our attention is mostly on the detail. But our primary 
purpose is to lead the School – setting the vision, and 
planning for the future. 

This is much more rewarding – interacting with our school 
community to understand what is important, and what we 
need to consider in planning for this fast-approaching future. 

Knowing what our parents, our teachers and our students 
are passionate about – or what they would like to change is 
critical. This past year, many of these issues have reflected the 
changing values within the broader community – and these 
have also been embraced within our school gates. 

Alongside understanding your commitment to sport as part of 
our curriculum – and to the importance of Jewish expression 
both at home and at school, our students have shown us how 
passionate they are about climate change, gender equality 
and indigenous affairs. 

Council’s response has been to listen and support the School’s 
administration in responding proactively and meaningfully. 

2019 saw The King David School install solar panels on the 
roof of the School, allowing 80% of our power needs to come 
from the sun, as well as the establishment of a Sustainability 
Committee involving teachers, parents and students. 

Council listened and acted when students asked for the 
uniform policy to be adapted, allowing them to choose to 
wear the uniform they feel best reflects their identity. 

And the School is currently developing a Reconciliation Action 
Plan which has included input from across our community. 

These initiatives are on top of our primary focus – which 
remains providing the finest education and Jewish Life 
experience available to all of our students. 

Be safe and enjoy your summer break. We look forward to 
partnering you in educating your children in 2020.

Lahra Carey 
School Council President
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Mazal Tov 
to our 5780 Hanhagah

Georgia Burstin & Ethan Cohen  
Roshei Hanhagah (Heads of Committee) 

Mazal tov to the seven Year 11 students elected to our student 
leadership body, the Hanhagah. They received their badges at the final 
Term 3 assembly. Georgia Burstin and Ethan Cohen were announced as 
Roshei Hanhagah.

King David Scholarships 2021

Apply now for scholarships for students 
entering in 2021.
Apply online at: www.kds.vic.edu.au
Applications close: Monday 3 February 2020

Innovative 
Schools 
Award
The King David School 
was recently awarded 
the 2019 Innovative 
Schools Award by the 
Educator online magazine. 
This is awarded to schools 
at the cutting edge of change and innovation in 
Australia. King David has been noted as one of the 
schools making the most profound and exciting 
impact in education today.

King David has been recognised as a pioneer 
in utilising the major advancements in the 
field of Educational Neuroscience. The King 
David School has used this knowledge and 
understanding of early childhood development 
and brain plasticity to become the first school in 
Australia to introduce an Executive Function Skill 
Development Framework into its Kindergarten. 
Explicitly teaching these vital skills will ensure 
a smooth transition into schooling and create a 
wonderful opportunity for children to be properly 
equipped to manage their next learning and 
development journey in life.
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Kabbalat Mitzvah- 
a shared experience 
In the first of what will become a 
regular fixture in the School’s Jewish 
Life calendar, Kabbalat Mitzvah was 
held for Year 7 students and their 
families. Centering around the mitzvah 
of Shabbat and the concept that, to 
quote the Zionist thinker Ahad Haam, 
‘More than the Jews have kept Shabbat, 
Shabbat has kept the Jews’, the evening 
began with hearing from members of 
three generations about their thoughts 
and associations with Shabbat. 
Participants then chose from fifteen 
Shabbat-themed sessions on offer, 
ranging from Challah plaiting, Kiddush 
cup decorating, Shabbat songs and 
mindfulness, to how to host a Shabbat 
dinner, Shabbat in Israel, Kabbalah 
and Shabbat over the ages and across 
religions. Following the sessions, a mass 
Havdallah ceremony was held and 
parents presented their children with 
hand-written messages of hopes and 
prayers to be placed in a Mezuzzah.

Sidra Moshinsky 
Director of Jewish Life and Learning

Bringing Meaning 
to Sukkot
At the Junior School, we started Term 
4 celebrating the chag of Sukkot. 
Students collaborated in decorating 
our school’s sukkah and understanding 
its components and how it needs to be 
built. Each student had the opportunity 
to bring together the Arba Minim, the 
four species, and shake them in each 
direction, thereby fulfilling an age-old 
ritual. Students also participated in 
a traditional ‘sukkah hop’, a custom 
of visiting one another’s sukkot and 
enjoying a special treat together. After 
Sukkot, rather than throw away an 
etrog, an object used for a mitzvah, 
Year 5s baked etrog cake with etrogim 
donated by the community. They took 
an object of mitzvah, re-purposed it and 
made the bracha ‘borei minei mezonot’ 
before tasting its citrus sweetness.

Louise Lowinger 
Teacher & Jewish Life Coordinator K-5

Jewish identity
It’s where I... celebrate my
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An Exciting STEM 
Initiative
The F1 in Schools STEM Challenge is 
a worldwide student competition for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. The challenge is multi-
faceted and multi-disciplined requiring 
students to follow an engineering and 
manufacturing process to design, 
analyse, test, make and race a 
miniature F1 car capable of reaching 
speeds up to 80km/hour along a 
20-meter track.

King David School Year 11 students 
Jordan Engel, Daniel Eikelis, Joel 
Langer, Daniel Lindros and Ashley 
Morris worked tirelessly on the 
challenge over many months and 
recently competed against 26 other 
teams in the Melbourne event 
achieving an award for outstanding 
industry collaboration.

The King David School team were 
competitive in all aspects of the 
challenge, which also included a 
trade display, portfolios, securing 
sponsorship, marketing and team 
uniforms.

The students developed technical 
experience using cutting edge tools 
such as CNC routers, Computer 
Assisted Design (CAD) software 
and simulation software to test 
the aerodynamics of their models. 
Critically they also developed skills in 
problem-solving, project management, 
collaboration and entrepreneurship 
whilst making new friends in this 
exciting STEM initiative.

Heath McGregor 
MERIT Co-ordinator and Senior School 
Technologies Teacher

It’s where I...

thrive

A Passion for Maths
Numeracy Week at the Junior 
School was a celebration of all 
things mathematical. Each year level 
investigated different problems, which 
challenged and extended students’ 
mathematical thinking. 
The highlight of the week was solving 
the mystery of ‘Who stole Pickles?’ our 
resident bear in the Library. Just under 
a hundred students spent Thursday 
lunchtime solving clues to find the 
culprit - who cannot be named for fear 
of losing her job!

In addition to the fun activities, we have 
been promoting a positive mindset to 
Maths. All too often we hear people 
saying, “I wasn’t any good at Maths 
when I was at school.” This is a shame, 
as when children hear comments like 
this, it can validate their own sentiments 
if or when they find something difficult. 
We often mistake being ‘good at Maths’ 
with speed, this is not the case, in 
fact the opposite may be true. Check 
out the story of Laurant Schwartz, a 
Mathematician who won the Field prize 
- the Maths equivalent of an Oscar! 
https://www.youcubed.org/resources/
speed-video/

Rosalyn Muir 
Coordinator of Teaching and Learning P-5

Building a Sustainable Future
Throughout Term 3 of Year 7 
Humanities, students worked very hard 
tackling the difficult problem of how 
the cities of the future will be designed 
to sustainably manage the needs of 
rapidly increasing urban populations.

Today, 54 per cent of the world’s 
population lives in urban areas; a 
proportion that is expected to increase 
to 66 per cent by 2050. That equates 
to an addition of 2.5 billion people to 
urban populations by 2050. As a result, 
cities will face numerous challenges 
in meeting the needs of their growing 
urban populations in ways that don't 
harm the environment, including 
housing, infrastructure, transportation 
and energy.

In small groups, students imagined, 
researched, designed and built 
sustainable cities of the future. At the 
Future Cities Exhibition held in Term 4, 
the Year 7s showcased some of their 
brilliant ideas such as vertical forests, 
off-shore wind farms, urban hyperloops 
and vegetated biospheres. The future is 
in good hands!

Adi Zayon 
Senior School Teacher
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A Whole New World
The final performance of the beloved 
Disney's Aladdin tale ended with a 
standing ovation by the audience, 
with Marc Light leading the charge. 
Adults and children in the audience 
were swept up in the magic of the 
musical, with stunning performances 
by the perfectly matched cast. 
Princess Jasmine's independence 
and sense of justice is a great role 
model for our young female students. 
Played by Zoe Ziguras, she brought 
great authenticity to the role. Aladdin, 
played by Teige Cordiner was a 
very convincing suitor for Princess 
Jasmine's hand and their magic 
carpet ride was breathtaking to watch. 
Sammy Katz as the Genie brought 
incredible wit and quirkiness to her 
role and was mesmerising.

The costumes, acting, singing and 
dancing were a spectacle to enjoy 
and we thank all involved in this 
wonderful production for bringing it 
to life for our families.

It’s where I...
             love to perform
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An Evening of 
Creative Arts
The inaugural Creative Arts Evening 
at the start of Term 4 showcased the 
work of our senior students in the fields 
of Art, Design, Drama and Media. The 
School’s Jewish performance group, 
Nana, opened the evening with songs 
on arrival. After a welcoming address, 
families were escorted to different 
areas of the Rebecca Magid Centre 
by the recently elected Hanhagah 
(student leaders) to view the art in 
the Joseph Brown gallery, watch 
films, listen to audio recordings and 
enjoy dramatic performances in the 
Lawrence Family Theatrette. There 
was also the opportunity to speak with 
students and view their Art and Design 
portfolios to understand their creative 
process and the journey to create their 
final work.

It’s where I...
           feel supported

Introducing Scout
The King David School is thrilled to 
announce the employment of a new 
staff member in our Wellbeing and 
Student Services Departments at 
the Senior School. Scout is a Golden 
Retriever / Labrador cross and is only 
14 weeks old.

Currently, he is familiarising himself 
with the sights and sounds of our 
School in preparation for his formal 
training in the Paws in Education 
program.  Next year he will be officially 
on duty, to offer unconditional love, 
empathy and support as part of the 
Senior School Wellbeing program.

A wellbeing dog can help with; 
empathy, kindness, respect, 
relationship building, behaviour, self-
confidence, responsibility, control, 
anger, meltdowns, communication, 
lowering blood pressure, anxiety and 
much more!

Jayne Wise, Senior School Wellbeing 
Coordinator, is Scout's primary carer, 
both at School and at home. Jayne 
said, "Scout is thoroughly enjoying all 
the love from the staff and students. 
Everyone is being so respectful of his 
needs and always ask if it is the right 
time for a pat or a cuddle."

Radmila Harding, Head of Student 
Services said, "There is evidence to 
support that interaction with a trained 
wellbeing dog can help develop 
emotional regulation skills and 
therefore be a gateway for coping 
strategies and positive education as 
well as social skill development. At KDS, 
tailored animal-assisted programs will 
be implemented with Scout. He will 
be used in greetings, during recess, 
over the exam period and during 
counselling - whenever and wherever 
he can best assist student life."

You can follow Scout on his own 
Instagram page here @scout_kds

It’s where I...
    explore my creativity
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Prep-Year 5 
Inter-House 
Athletics
Students competed in a number of 
sporting events at the recent Prep to 
Year 5 Inter-House Athletics Carnival. 
The looming dark clouds did not inhibit 
our students from jumping, running and 
throwing themselves into every event. 
The agility of the hurdles, the power of 
the shot put, the speed of the sprints 
were among the highlights of the day. 
The rain was eventually too strong 
to continue and so the event was 
concluded by lunchtime. Well done to 
all students, especially those who were 
caught in the heavy rain during the 
exhausting 800m event.

Drew Solewicz 
Sports Manager

Recognising Sporting Achievements

It’s where I...
             try my best

The annual Sports assembly was 
held at the end of Term 3 with the 
presentation of trophies won by our 
Senior Sporting Teams throughout 
the year. Recognition was also given 
for the most valuable players in each 
team. Students enjoyed an engaging 
presentation by Carlton Football Club 
player, Matthew Kreuzer, who spoke of 
the challenges of being a professional 
sportsperson and answered questions 
from enthusiastic students.
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KDSPA
The willingness of our school 
community to give, whether it’s time, 
financial support or friendship, is a true 
reflection of the generosity of spirit of 
our families. 

Thank you to the KDSPA Committee 
for your hard work and dedication 
throughout the year and to the School 
families who donated their time and 
energies to make our year successful. 
Many of our families baked delicious 
goodies for our KDSPA cafes offered at 
the School musicals and the athletics 
carnival or volunteered to serve at the 
cafés. Our community also showed 
strong support with bookings for 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and 
the Jewish International Film Festival 
movie. We are grateful for everyone’s 
support with the Entertainment Books, 
Art by Kids and challah fundraisers. 
Every contribution is appreciated!

Please diarise Sunday 29 March 2020 
for our King’s Carnival. Our King’s 
Carnival Committee, headed by 
Ellana Aarons is in full planning mode 
and we would love your assistance by 
keeping aside the following for our 
retail stalls:

• Books

•  Fancy dress and costume clothing 
(anything in good shape a child 
would love to wear for Purim)

• Vintage clothing

• Gently used toys & games

Help Shape our Future

How else can I support the 
King's Carnival?

If you are in a position to donate 
goods, services, or vouchers, please 
contact Candi Apel at 
candiapel@me.com as these can be 
included for raffle and prizes. Lastly, if 
you would like to volunteer your time 
on the King’s Carnival Committee, 
please email: kdspa@kds.vic.edu.au

Wishing everyone a wonderful 
summer break. 

Carrie Kausman 
President – Parents’ Association

It’s where I...
             join with community

The generous bequest gift from the late 
Walter and Alwynne Jona made an 
extraordinary impact after the gift came to 
fruition in 2014. The Walter & Alwynne Jona 
Multipurpose Hall within the Rebecca Magid 
Centre (RMC) was named in their honour.

A Lasting Tribute
The Nadler-Abramson family recently 
made a generous donation to 
The King David School Foundation to 
honour Brin Nadler’s late father, 
Dr Paul S Nadler. 

Dr. Nadler was a professor of finance at 
the Graduate School of Management, 
Rutgers University, New Jersey, USA. 
While teaching was his greatest passion, 
Dr Nadler shared his humorous and 
pragmatic insights into economics as a 
lecturer, columnist for American Banker 
and author of several books.

While Sam lost his beloved grandfather 
“Papa” before his third birthday, he will 
always be remembered for his love of 
family, boisterous good humour and 
commitment to Jewish continuity 
and education. 

“Nothing would have made Papa prouder 
than to see his grandson, Sam, attend Temple 
Beth Israel and The King David School - this 
was his dream come true”.
Brin Nadler showing the new plaque to her son 
Sam Abramson (Year 8) and Ruth Lew

Before his passing in 2007, Dr Nadler 
had the foresight to set up a family 
trust to continue supporting causes 
and organisations dear to him. It was 
the generosity of Jewish organisations 
that allowed his family’s safe passage 
to the USA and, two generations later, 
to Australia. Dr Nadler was committed 
to continuing this legacy.

The Foundation is privileged to be a 
beneficiary of the trust and is delighted 
to acknowledge the family’s generous 
contribution with a new plaque 
installed upstairs in the Southwick 
Mansion which reads 
Dr Paul S Nadler Learning Area; 
“A much loved professor deeply 
missed by his family”.

Our School has grown from humble 
beginnings in 1978 when classes 
began for 45 primary school aged 
students across three grades. Today, 
we are a vibrant school community 
with over 750 students who benefit 
from innovative education programs 
and state-of-the-art facilities.

Today’s KDS is a source of pride for 
the community.

So much has been achieved over 
the past four decades through the 
commitment of our community and 
the philanthropic support of our 
benefactors. The bequest program 
has been established through the KDS 
Foundation to assist in underpinning 
the long-term financial sustainability 
of the School and invites alumni, 
parents and community members to 
join in being a part of King David’s 
history and help shape its future. 

A bequest gift can be an effective 
way of providing enduring benefits for 
future generations and can make a 
significant impact by:

•  Strengthening programs and 
educational initiatives

•  Making it possible for students 
to attend The King David School 
and connect with Jewish life and 
learning through our Opportunity & 
Inclusion scholarships

•  Enhancing existing facilities and 
enabling the School to plan for 
future development

 A bequest gift ensures that your legacy 
will live on by helping:

•  To ensure Jewish continuity
•  To enable the School to achieve 

excellence in quality outcomes; 
bequest funds are invested in 
the attraction and retention of 
high quality teaching staff and 
providing continuous professional 
development training

•  To empower our students to 
strive for excellence and use their 
achievements to create a better world

For more information or to have a 
confidential discussion, please contact

Ruth Lew 
Head of Foundation 
Telephone +61 3 9527 0122 
Mobile 0439 446 444 
Email ruth.lew@kds.vic.edu.au

SUNDAY 29 MARCH 2020
517 ORRONG RD, ARMADALE
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Where are they now?

Births
Jonathan Bogatin (2000) and Emily Bogatin  
Archie

Anthony Morris (1995) and Carly Morris 
Olivia Rose

Talia Meltzer graduated 
from KDS in 2011. She spent 
her Gap Year in Israel on the 
Habonim Dror Shnat Program 
which she describes as a 
transformational experience 
and one that she loved! Talia 
came back to Australia and 

studied a Double Degree, Bachelor of Social Science 
(Psychology) and Bachelor of Social Work Honours, 
while still heavily involved in Habonim Dror and 
graduated with First Class Honours. 

In her fourth year of University, Talia returned to Israel 
and studied at the Hebrew University on an exchange 
program. After completing her studies, Talia ventured into 
starting her own business called Fizz Kidz. 

Fizz Kidz is a creative kids business, that runs birthday 
parties, holiday programs and after-school science 
programs for kids. The business focuses on interactive 
creativity and encourages children to be their own 
‘champions of choice’ which is a core Fizz Kidz value. 

Over the past three years, Talia has grown Fizz Kidz into a 
thriving business that employs 25 wonderful staff, two Fizz 
Kidz stores (located in East Malvern and Balwyn), mobile 
programs with more to come! 

Talia is often asked “how do you know how to run a 
business?” to which she answers, "Habo taught me". There 
she learned leadership skills, negotiation skills, how to plan 
and accommodate for a large group of people, how to be 
a team player and above all, she learned the importance of 
always being inquisitive. She is forever grateful for her time 
in the Movement.

For next year, Talia is excited and motivated in developing 
Fizz Kidz and still holds a passion for one day working as a 
Social Worker.

KDS ALUMNI NEWS
grew upIt’s where I...

Engaged
Maya Bar (2010) and Jeremy Goldman 
September 2019

Talia Meltzer (2011) and Ryan Saffer 
November 2019

Sapir Turkenitz (2011) and Inon Gadasi  
July 2019

Please continue to keep us 
informed by sending your 
news or changes to your 
contact details to: 
jackie.ellis@kds.vic.edu.au

We invite all alumni to  
register with our new online 
platform: KDS Connect  
www.kdsconnect.com.au

For information about 
The King David School 
contact the 
Admissions Department on: 
(03) 9527 0102 or 
admissions@kds.vic.edu.au


